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Introduction 


Entomophagy and Entomotherapy are well known in Asia since generations. Unfortunately not much 
work has been done to document valuable Traditional Medicinal Knowledge about Insects. Pankaj 
Oudhia is documenting this knowledge since year 1990. The present note “Traditional medicinal 
knowledge about Aphis craccivora Koch. feeding on Geranium (Pelargonium graveolens L'Hér.) in 
Chhattisgarh, India.” is updated version of his previously published online research document available 
through pankajoudhia.com. 
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According to the reference literatures, Geranium is a native of South Africa, and now under cultivation in many 
parts of the world including India. The leafy twigs are source of an essential oil, which is used in soap and toilet 
preparations. Geranium oil is used for adulterating otto of roses and also for flavouring tobacco products, tooth 
powder etc. In Chhattisgarh, Geranium, is newly introduced aromatic crop. Its cultivation is limited to Southern 
Chhattisgarh and at hilly regions. Although the traditional healers and herb collectors claim that it is present in 
wild but I have yet not seen it. Also the reference literatures on flora do not support its wild occurrence. As the 
commercial cultivation of medicinal and aromatic crops have started few years back, the infestation of Aphis 
craccivora has been observed on many of these crops. In previous articles, I have mentioned about the damages 
caused by this Aphid to Kevatch (Mucuna pruriens) crop. Aphis craccivora is a common pest of leguminous 
crops. The withering of plants takes place when infestation is severe. A female brings forth upto 54 nymphs. 
Nymphal stage lasts upto 3-8 days. The traditional healers of specific regions where Geranium is under 
cultivation are taking keen interest in both the herb and Aphis attacking on it. They have discovered and 
developed many medicinal uses of this medicinal insect in short time. Through the Ethno-entomological 
surveys, in these regions, I have collected valuable information from the healers. The traditional healers use the 
full fed nymphs in treatment of nervous system disorders, in many ways. Its use in form of special oil is very 
popular. The freshly collected nymphs are boiled in Sarson (Mustard seed) oil and when all watery contents 
evaporate the boiling is stopped and after filter, the special oil is kept for future use. This oil is massaged in 
forehead, and soles. It is considered beneficial for the patients having the problem of Mirgi (Epilepsy). Its 
application also results in sound sleep. The patients having the mental depression are also advised by the healers 
to use it in same manner. The traditional healers also use the full fed nymphs in powder form. The powder is 
added with dry herbs. The combination is burnt and the patients having the problem of Mirgi (Epilepsy) are 
advised to inhale the fumes. It is used during the attack. Also in normal times. Through the on-going Ethno- 
entomological surveys, I am trying my best to gather more information on this important aspect. You will find 
the details in coming articles. 


The above mentioned traditional medicinal uses have yet not been reported in reference literatures. I am feeling 
fortunate to document this important traditional medicinal knowledge. 


New Comments added on June, 2014 


Through recent surveys I have collected information about over 1500 Formulations in which Aphis craccivora 
collected from Geranium is added as important ingredient. In case of Shorea Excess the Traditional Healers use 
Medicinal Rice Bhejri based Formulations. Aphis craccivora is added as secondary ingredient in these 
Formulations. In treatment of Grewia Overdose the Healers use Calotropis based Formulations. Aphis 
craccivora is added as tertiary ingredient in these Formulations. In case of Jatropha Excess the Healers use 
Bombax based Formulations. Aphis craccivora is added as quaternary ingredient in these Formulations. In 
Setaria based Formulations for Paspalum Toxicity Aphis craccivora is added as quinary ingredient. In case of 
Ficus mollis Toxicity the Healers use Solanum xanthocarpum based Formulations. Aphis craccivora is added as 
denary ingredient in these Formulations. The Healers use Cucumis based Formulations for Abrus Toxicity. 
Aphis craccivora is added as nonary ingredient in these Formulations. For details about complete Formulations 
and Dosage please visit pankajoudhia.com 


Thank you very much for reading the article. 
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